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Sir: 

Applicants, in accordance with their duty of disclosure pursuant to 37 C.F.R. 
§ 1 .56, hereby advise the United States Patent and Trademark Office of the references 
listed on the accompanying form PTO-1449 Information Disclosure Citation. A copy of 
each of the references cited therein is herewith enclosed. 



"Express Mail" mailing label number EF324288050US 
Date of Deposit ^arch 19, 2 0 0 1 

I hereby certify that this paper or fee is being deposited with the United States Postal Service "Express Mail Post 
Offlce to Addressee" service under 37 CFR 1.10 on the date indicated above and is addressed to the Assistant 
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Applicants note that although the cited references may be relevant to the 
examination of the above-referenced application, under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .97(h), the filing of 
this Information Disclosure Statement "shall not be construed to be an admission that 
the information cited in the statement is, or is considered to be, material to patentability 
as defined in § 1 .56(b)." 

Respectfully submitted, 

n- 

Maria Comninou 
Registration No. 44626 

Attorney for Applicants 

KIrkpatrick & Lockhart LLP 

Henry W. Oliver Building 

535 Smithfield Street 

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15222-2312 

(412)355-6583 




2 



